OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable Weaver H. Baker
Chairman, State Boaxrd of Control
Austin, Texas

Opinion No. 0-7109
Dear Sir: Re: Sale of the State:owned
ribune the
Anmeri .
Your letter requesting an opinton this ptrtunt
18 as followas

"The Board or oz\>
came in Saturday sen -
chase the Trihm Bui or # 0, .00.

"The State of trol . or the opinion
that it 1s a definite oredi the Ameriean legion
g \to & fagility for
? foroes m::ad
aaks ‘them a donation,
tates. For that resson,
one, \and subdbfeat to the
bn, vell as confirmation
sonvention’of the American Legion,
3 mgd/te enter into such an

\ : tﬂlis

"It ,}u hot our understanding that the legisla-
%Vé\iﬂ' sory Coungil has any duty in the matter
n:l- of Btate property, but wve would
84 to have yorur opinion otrieugz oF un-
of ally. 2o vhat you think of proposition.”

NO COMMUNICATION 18 TQ BE CONBTRUED AG A DEFARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS AFPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRAT ASBIBTANT
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We are in full accord with your extra-official
statement commending the American Legion for its willing-
ness to purchase 2 building for service to ex-members of
the armsd forces, and likewise ve are in socord with your
understanding of the limitations upon the powers of the
legisletive and Business Council oreated by H. B. No. 301
of the 49th Legislature (1945).

Section 17, of House Bill Ro. 301, is as follows:

"Sec. 17. The State Board of Control is hereby
authorized to negotiate as soon as possible for the
purchase for the State of Texas the Tribune Build-
ing in the City of ARstin, Texas, and the resal estate
upon vhich 3aid building is located, as well as all
other land and improvewsnts kpertaining thereto, or
used in connection therewith for parking purposes
or for any other purpose, from the owners thereof,
at a cost not to exceed the estimate fixed, after
due appraisal by the State Engineers, and only then
upon the approvel of & majority of the following:
The Speaker of the House, & Member of the House to
be selected by the Speaker of the House, the Lieute-
nant Governor, & Member of the Senate to be selected
by the Lieutenant Governor, the Attorney General of
Texas, and the Chairman of the Board of Control."

It 18 quite c¢clesr that the Council wss oreated for the
sole purpose of approving or disapproving the purchase dy the
State of the Tribune Building in the City of Austin. That
building hss been duly purchased and the Counsil has approved
the transasction and hes therefore functioned to the extent of
1ts authorized povers.

Indesd, ve fall to find any authority in the statutes
or the decisions authorizing the Board to enter into any charac-
ter of contract for the sale of 3tate owned land such &s the
Tribune Building. Such a contraot as you proposs cannot
poasibly bind the State in any respect whatever.
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Yours very truly,

.égﬁzfzjziéé;Lﬁhui/,gmoaunt QENERAL OF TEXAS
Orce
L GENZRLY. on TEXAS By Ocie Speéer,

Assis t.
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